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not be admitted to pratique until the completion of fourteen days from 
date of departure, and vessels with clean bills of health shall be admit- 
ted subject to medical inspection." 

By order. John C. King, 

Secretary to the Board of Health. 

INDIA. 

Reports on the plague in Bombay. 

[Remarks on the mortality returns of the city of Bombay for the week ended December 

29, 1896.] 

Bombay, December 81, 1896. 
Sir : The native population is still fleeing from the city by all avail- 
able routes at a rate of perhaps from 8,000 to 10,000 per day, and I 
believe the estimate that 250,000 have gone away is much below the 
actual number. There is no other cause of mortality in Bombay that 
can account for the great increase in the number of deaths but plague. 

Population last census (1891) 821, 764 

Number of deaths corresponding week previous year 482 

Number of deaths corresponding week preceding five years 469 

Estimate 250,000 have left the city (alow estimate), leaving present population.. 571,764 
On this basis the number of deaths, at rate of previous five years, would have 

been 326 

Total number of deaths reported for week 1,853 

Deduct as above 326 

Number of deaths for week that may be attributed to plague 1 , 527 

Average per day 218 

Number of deaths by plague officially reported for the week 390 

Average per day officially reported t 56 

Estimated number of deaths from plague per day in excess of those officially 

reported... 162 

S. Comfort, 
United States Consul. 

Bombay, January 9, 1897. 

Sir: The panic among the native population has rather increased 
than abated during the past week, and all available means of transporta- 
tion out of the city are taxed to their utmost. 

For the previous three weeks I have used the same figures for the 
present population, allowing that 250, 000 had left the city. This has been 
much below the actual number, especially for the later periods reported 
on. Actual statistics of the exodus are not obtainable, but I was 
informed yesterday, on what I regard as good authority, that 380,000 
people have left the city up to this time. Being desirous, however, of 
not overstating the matter, I have, in the above estimates, taken the 
number as 346, 764, and leaving the present population 475,000, which I 
am satisfied is a conservative estimate. 

A comparison of the mortality for the week under report with that of 
the previous week, taking as a basis a loss in population during the 
week of 40,000, which is not too much, will show that the tota] mortal- 
ity rate has remained almost exactly the same as for the previous week ; 
thus, 515,000: 475,000:: 1,853: 1,710, which seems to indicate that while 
there has been no improvement, the epidemic has not increased any 
during the past week. 
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Population last census (1891) 821,764 

Number of deaths corresponding week previous year 542 

Mean of corresponding weeks preceding five years 494 

Estimated present population (this is allowing that 346,764 persons have left 

the city) 475,000 

On this basis the number of deaths, at rate of previous five years, should have 

been 285 

Total number of deaths reported for week ended December 29, 1896, from all 

causes 1,853 

Total number of deaths reported for week ended January 5, 1897, from all 

causes 1,711 

Decrease in number of deaths from previous week 142 

Average decrease per day , 20 

Total number of deaths from plague ofiicially reported for week 348 

Average per day 50 

Estimated actual number of deaths from plague for the week — 

Total number of deaths as above 1,711 

Deduct proportionate number on estimated present population based on 
the mortality of the previous five years 285 

Number of deaths for week that may be attributed to plague 1 , 426 

Average per day 204 

S. COMFORT, 

United States Consul. 

WEST INDIES. 

One case of yellow fever at Basse Terre, West Indies. 

Guadeloupe, West Indies, January 9, 1897. 
Sir : I have the honor to report 1 death from yellow fever at Basse 
Terre, on January 5. Other cases are reported, but lack official con- 
firmation. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Jacob E. Dart, 
United States Consul. 
Hon. Assistant Secretary of State. 

statistical reports. 

Bahamas — Dunmore Town. — Two weeks ended January 29, 1897. 
Estimated population, 1,472. Total deaths, 2. No deaths from con- 
tagious diseases. 

Governors Harbor. — Two weeks ended January 29, 1897. Estimated 
population, 1,500. No deaths. 

Green Turtle Cay — Abaco. — Pour weeks ended January 28, 1897. Esti- 
mated population, 3,900. No deaths. 

Brazil — Ceara. — Month of December, 1896. Estimated population, 
46,000. Total deaths, 101. The deaths from contagious diseases are 
not reported. 

Canada — Ontario — Hamilton. — Month of January, 1897. Estimated 
population, 50,000. Total deaths, 59, including 5 from phthisis pulmo- 
nalis. 

Prance — Nice. — Month of December, 1896. Estimated population, 
108,227. Total deaths, 216, including phthisis pulmonalis, 16; enteric 
fever, 1 ; smallpox, 22 ; diphtheria, 1, and whooping cough, 1. 



